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The festival is held under the auspices of We also wish to express our gratitude to We are grateful to Honorable Andreas
_. General Secrefariat for Greeks Abroad and Honorable Christina Valassopoulou, Consul Kyprianides, Consul General of Cyprus, for
H Public Diplomacy of the Greek Ministry of General of Greece in Los Angeles, for her his continued support and tireless efforts to
it Foreign Affairs. We wish to express our support and promotion of Hellenism promote Hellenic and Cypriot issues and
- “%mm gratitude to Secretary General for Greeks interests in Los Angeles
e [FES Abroad and Public Diplomacy, Prof. John
Chrysoulakis, for his continued effort fo unite
H'ELL{HI{ LIFMRY the Hellenes abroad and support all efforts for
culture, arts, and issues that Hellenes face away
oF ‘S{" {ﬂ- from the homeland
Special thanks go to ELMA, an organization dedicated to the promotion
T Lorpsbe Marymsr Undeersiry of European Cinema in America.
Basil P. Caloyeras
Conter for Modern

Greek Studies



Not really
a holiday. 3

e i - -
=y =

GREEK 1%

NATIONAL — © Lo -

TOURISM, -
| ORGANISATION

\WWww.visitgreece.gr

JI.@'
I..:.:
-".n



ey

P

.4

i

|
HELLENIC REPLUBLIC

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

GENERAL SECRETARIAT FOR GREEEKS ANROAL
AN PLIBLIC THPLOM ACY

Itis with great pleasure that | greet you on the occasion of the 20th edition
of the Los Angeles Greek Film Festival. Pioneering and innovative, Greek
cinema has gained international recognition and influence. Greek talent
and the distinctive cinematic language of Greek filmmakers have long
crossed national borders, securing a prominent place on the international
cinema landscape. This is what the LAGFF does: it brings this talent closer
to the community.

The Greek government recognizes the ever-growing momentum of Greek
cinema. Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis has repeatedly emphasized
thatcinemais not only a cultural asset of great value, butalso an important
pillar of the economy. For his part, Foreign Minister George Gerapetritis
emphasizes strengthening the country’s diplomatic footprint through the
soft power of culture, while Deputy Foreign Minister for Greeks Abroad,
Yannis Loverdos, has highlighted the role of contemporary Greek cinema
as a dynamic tool of public diplomacy.

The abovementioned remarks are particularly relevant to the Los Ange-
les Greek Film Festival. which has established itself as one of the most
vibrant cultural events bringing Greek cinema to the heart of Hollywood.
It constitutes a platform for dialogue. a space for bringing artists together
and fostering new projects, as well as a proud reflection of the journey we
have taken. The Los Angeles festival is expanding its successful activities
and this year it also inaugurated its first Documentary Film Festival. The
General Secretariat for Greeks Abroad and Public Diplomacy focuses on
cultural diplomacy which is an important part of Public Diplomacy. as will
be presented in the Strategic Plan for Public Diplomacy that our Ministry
of Foreign Affairs is preparing. In LAGFF the Greek Diaspora and Public Di-
plomacy meet every year in the most productive way. Acknowledging the
important role the Festival plays in fostering cultural ties with the Greek
Diaspora. we would like to congratulate you for the 20th anniversary and
wish you yet another successful event.

-Maira Myrogianni
Secretary General for Greeks Abroad and Public Diplomacy

Congratulatory address by Maira
Myrogianni, Secretary General for
Greeks Abroad and Public Diplomacy
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CONSULATE GENERAL OF GREECE
INLOS ANGELES

Dear LAGFF Team, Movie Aficionados and Esteemed Professionals of the
Entertainment Industry.

welcome to the 20th Los Angeles Greek Film Festival!l!

Join us in marking and celebrating 20 years of continuous Greek pres-
ence, participation and achievement in the Entertainment Industry at the
heart of Hollywood!

Movie lovers and filmmakers alike, together with the hard-working
LAGFF Team throughout those 20 years, have contributed in allowing this
unique institution to be a successful and long-lasting characteristic of the
Los Angeles movie scene.

The Consulate General of Greece in Los Angeles would like to warmly con-
gratulate the LA GFF Team and all those who contributed to its 20-year
journey and reiterate its steadfast support of every notewarthy effort to
promote Greece, its Culture and Vision, its History and Future. Together
with a multitude of other sponsors, we reiterate our commitment to as-
sisting LAGFF in this -its 20th- and many future editions to come!

Join the LAGFF Team now and let's all celebrate this one-of-a-kind in-
stitution!

-Christina Valassopoulou
Consul General of Greece in Los Angeles

Greeting message by the Honorable
Consul General of Greece in Los
Angeles, Ms. Christina Valassopoulou,
on the occasion of the 20th Los Angeles
Greek Film Festival
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On behalf of the government of the Republic of Cyprus. | am honored to
convey warmest congratulations to the Los Angeles Greek Film Festival
on its 20th Annual Los Angeles Greek Film Festival

| can personally attest to its beneficial impact on the local Greek Ameri-
can community because | have been closely associated with the festival
from the beginning. By promoting interesting new Greek and Greek-Cy-
priot films, the festival brings us together and keeps us informed about
contemporary life and the state of contemporary cinematic art in both
countries.

Furthermore, the festival invigorates our connection with our Hellenic cul-
tural heritage. AUl Hellenes have an obligation to study. preserve, and pass
on to future generations this heritage. one of the most important in the
history of humanity. This obligation weighs heavily on us, the Hellenes of
the diaspora, because Greek culture is less potent in surroundings so far
from the homeland. Film is one of the most effective ways to accomplish
this goal.

On a more personal nate. | would like to commend the organizers of the
Los Angeles Greek Film Festival. Several of them are my longtime friends
and | appreciate their dedication and hard work. They deserve our admi-
ration and strong support. | wish them continued success in the years to
come.

Finally, | would be remiss if | did not express my gratitude that this year.,
asithas been the case in the past, several films that are going to be shown
are from Cyprus, the beautiful island of Aphrodite, and my birthplace.

-Andreas Kyprianides
Honorary Consul General of Cyprus in Los Angeles

Greeting message hy the Honorary
Consul General of Cyprus in Los
Angeles the Honorable Andreas
Kyprianides
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Since 1922, this historic venue has been home to
incredible cinematic experiences for over a century.
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Twenty years of LAGFF films, filmmakers in Los Angeles. And a debt of gratitude is due to Ersi
Danou and Angeliki Giannakopoulos, the founders of this festival. Thank you, Ersi, and Angeliki,
for making this festival happen. for bringing Greek films and filmmakers to Los Angeles, where
they belong. It took a lot of courage, hard work, and faith.

Let's celebrate this extraordinary milestone, a testament to your support and belief in our com-
bined efforts.

The festival welcomes you all back to the Egyptian Theater. We all enjoy the restoration of this em-
blematic landmark, thanks to Netflix co-CEQ Ted Sarandos. A good friend of the festival. | would
be remiss if | did not also acknowledge and thank Tina, Peter, and the Kolovos Family for believing
in and supporting this festival from the very beginning. and the ELMA organization, Mr. Pascal
Ladreit, a true collaborator.

In our efforts to make this festival as relevant and resonant as possible. we cultivate our ties with
the Greek film scene. the Los Angeles film industry. independent filmmakers, academic insti-
tutions, and. of course, the Greek American community that has supported our efforts over the
years. Attending Thessaloniki, FF, Drama FF, and Nights of Premieres in Athens is enjoyable and
brings us closer to the directors, actors, producers. and filmmakers who create. Close ties with
relevant Greek institutional entities are established through visits and collaboration with the Min-
istry of Culture, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Tourism, EKKOMED, the incentives
organization, and ERT. Without even mentioning the collaboration with production and distribu-
tion houses in Greece. Our efforts are being recognized. and LAGFF has been invited to serve on
the committee selecting the Oscar’s International Feature Film nominee from Greece. the only
organization outside Greece to participate. Our ties with the film industry here in Los Angeles are
vibrant and continue to strengthen thanks to our distinguished board and dignitaries. while our
collaboration with LMU and the 15 annual interns ensures a win-win for the festival and Loyola
Marymount University. Prof. Katerina Zacharia and Dean Richard Fox are close partners and col-
laborators, making this a reality. Much appreciation is due to the Caloyeras Modern Greek Studies
Center at LMU and to Prof. Christina Bogdanou, a formidable partner. Relations with other local
Universities keep LAGFF fresh and relevant.

In 2026, we established the new LAGFF-doc. a separate documentary film festival that had its
inaugural start this last winter at St. Sophia and Loyola Marymount University. under Bellarmine
College of Arts and Letters and the Classics and Archaeology department.

We are honored and proud to present the remembrance tribute for the great Mr. Dean Tavoularis
and. during our closing night, the incomparable Mr. Alexandre Desplat, both multi-Oscar award
winners.

As the artistic director for the last 13 years. | am proud to present over 40 premieres and a
97-film-strong program of feature films, short films, and animation. They reflect the productiv-
ity of the Greek film industry, while the international awards reflect its quality. We thank all the
filmmakers wha are here with us, flying in from Greece, Germany. Colombia, and our numerous
local filmmakers.

A heartfelt thank you to our dedicated staff, volunteers, and sponsors, without whom this festival
could not take place.

We are thrilled about presenting 20 years of Greek cinema and Greek filmmakers from around the
world in Los Angeles. Let's all watch the films as they are intended. back in the theaters. We look
forward to another 20 years of the Los Angeles Greek Film Festival, with your support.

-Aris Katopodis
LAGFF Artistic Director

A Message from
LAGFF Artistic Director,
Aris Katopodis



Congratulations to the Los Angeles Greek Filin Festival!

We are grateful for the incredible work and dedication that the festival
team, its founders, volunteers and filmmakers have shown throughout
the years. They are true champions of the Hellenic arts and culture.

The enthusiasm and financial support of people that love film and the
arts in the Greek and greater Los Angeles community is essential for the

festival to continue to flourish and build a beautiful, enduring legacy.

May the LAGFF forever continue to be a light of Hellenic culture in
Los Angeles and throughout the world!

With best wishes from the George and Tina Kolovos family

GPK & Associates

Real Estate Investments and Development




The LAGFF community mourns the passing of our beloved patron
George P. Kolovos.

George was a devoted philanthropist and a passionate cham-
pion of Greek culture, dedicated to building meaningful bridges
between his homeland and his adopted country. From the very
beginning of LAGFF through today. he was one of its most stead-
fast supporters and benefactors.

Together with his beloved wife, Tina Kolovos, and his children Pe-
ter and Maria Elena, the Kolovos family played an instrumental
role in helping LAGFF grow and thrive, becoming among its most
l ’ generous and enduring patrons.

His legacy of generosity, cultural pride, and community spirit will
remain an indelible part of the Festival and the Greek-American
l community. He will be deeply missed.
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You can't watch the GODFATHER TRILOGY without being in
awe of how multiple time periods and locations were de-
signed, created and captured on screen; from New York, to
Miami, to Italy. to California. Or how we watched the small-
town high-school Oklahoma worlds of the past in RUMBLE
FISH and THE OUTSIDERS come crashing down around The
Motorcycle Boy and Pony Boy as we. the audience, yearned
to remain in the magical and crowded carnivals, or the quiet
of a prairie church. Or how we were taken on a hallucinatory
journey up river in south east Asia in the eyes of an officer
heading into the heart of darkness in APOCALYPSE NOW. Or
in the wonderful love story of ONE FROM THE HEART, set in
a recreated Las Vegas. with the artificiality of tall martini
glasses and consistently vibrant dance numbers. Or in 1930s
Detroit when we get into the mind of one man obsessed with
making the car of the future in TUCKER: THE MAN AND HIS
OREAM. Or in Boston circa 1950 when small-time crooks
try to make a name for themselves in THE BRINK'S JOB. Or
in Paris 1969 when the lines start blurring between fiction
and reality as a young filmmaker, obsessed with his leading
lady. Is broughtin to finish a film in CQ. ..

And these are just a very few of the unique and authentic
worlds Oscar-winning Production Designer Constantine
“Dean” Tavoularis shared with us in his illustrious career:
waorlds now considered sterling examples of how Produc-
tion Design can literally change our views of stories outside
our own paths.

There is so much to say about this great man. About his hum-
ble beginnings in Lowell, Massachusetts in a Greek-Amer-
ican immigrant working-class community whose family
moved to Los Angeles where his father ran a cafeteria and
the young Tavoularis helped deliver coffees to 20th Century

DEAN TAVOULARIS
Pryilon i Desinier
a reeé Wléfﬂh Ce

“Modestly speaking, I'd like to be like a writer...and that the décor
speaks, so that it says something, always to advance the story”
— Dean Tavoularis

Fox during holidays. About his studies in Architecture and
Painting at Otis College of Art and Design leading to being
hired by Disney Studios to work in both the animation and
live action departments, triggering his quick rise up the
studio system in Hollywood, California due to his immense
work ethic. About all the films he worked on during the
golden age of cinema in the late 1960s to early 1980s — es-
pecially with one of his dearest friends, Francis Ford Cop-
pola - that are considered universal textbook masterpieces
in design. About all the additional great film directors he
waorked with along the way such as Michelangelo Antonioni,
Arthur Penn, Warren Beatty and William Friedkin; to name a
very few. About how he gave opportunities to so many other
up-and-coming artists who would then go out and carve out
their own journeys in this industry: and especially about his
love for his colleagues. friends and his family who formed a
supportive generational circle he cherished.

The LAGFF family is so hanored to have opened our 20th Edi-
tion of our Festival with a Remembrance to one of the most
respected artists in the Seventh Art. Someone who has influ-
enced and inspired all of us. From working in the traditional
studio system to his eventual rise in the rebellious evolution
of the new auteur Hollywood. Dean Tavoularis's consistently
groundbreaking collaborations, environments, settings and
styles are forever etched into movie history.

And we are forever grateful for the ideas Dean Tavoularis
imagined, the sets he built, and the movies the worked on
that all of us have come to know as our favorites.

Fay Efrosini Lellios
Remembrance Director/Producer
LAGFF






ALEXANDRE DESPLAT
Co mf*r)&”xf‘
pmbue

“It's the beauty of the film I'm invited to be part of, that allows me to
slide into it, the way an actor would. The composer is just a guest in
this theatre. | use the tools I've stockpiled: musical tools, of course,
but emotional tools too — fed by what I've read, museums I've visit-

ed...then share all that with the film...” — Alexandre Desplat

Working alongside auteurs such as Terrence Malick, Cos-
ta-Gavras, Wes Anderson, Jonathan Glazer, Guillermo del
Toro, Matteo Garrone. Jacques Audiard. Michel Hazanav-
icius and this year's Presenter of the Honorary Orpheus
Award, Malcolm Washington, Alexandre Desplat has created
stunning scores bringing another dimension to remarkable
pictures too numerous to list; just a few that come to mind
are THE TREE OF LIFE. BIRTH, THE PIANO LESSON, RUST AND
BONE. A PROPHET, THE SHAPE OF WATER and THE GRAND
BUDAPEST HOTEL: the latter two earning Academy Awards.

His multi-instrumentalist brilliance. starting from a very
young age. has allowed us to deeply connect to the core
of the story. to experience cinematic storytelling simply by
closing our eyes and listening to the flute, the piano and the
trumpet. yes: but also to the xylophone, the balalaika, and
the oud.

Born in Paris to a Greek mother and a French father, Alexan-
dre Desplat developed an appreciation for film music early
by listening to the movie soundtrack albums his parents
would bring back from the U.S. He studied at the Royal Col-
lege of Music, at the Conservatoire de Paris, and also took
a summer course under avant-garde Composer and Music
Thearist, lannis Xenakis.

Continuously working on films as a Composer since the
mid-eighties, the evocative and stunning cinematic scores
of the multi-awarded Alexandre Desplat bring another di-
mension to all the pictures he passionately worked on; the
music always serving as a delicate storytelling device that
never overpowered the visuals.

Celebrated collaborations have earned Mr. Desplat Baftas.
Grammys, Golden Globes and Cesar wins; not to mention
countless additional awards and prestigious nominations.
His profound artistry has helped us imagine the underwater
hallucinations in NYAD, as easily as the loneliness of a radio-
active monster in GODZILLA.

Music is a universal language: and Alexandre Desplat has
consistently connected us all by delivering the unique and
extraordinary sounds we have come to expect - with joy -
every time we see the maestro's name grace a film screen.

Fay Efrosini Lellios
Tribute Director/Producer
LAGFF
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PETROS EVENTS WWW.PETROSBRAND.COM

Book Your Next

Event with Authentic

Hellenic Californian Cuisine
(American, Mexican, Italian, Greek)

From intimate gatherings to
grand celebrations, Petros brings
the heart of the Hellenic &
Californian cuisine to yvour table.
Whether its a corporate event,
wedding, birthday or private
dinner, we offer full service
catering with unforgettable

flavors, impeccable presentation
& warm hospitality.
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45 Aanhattan Beach Blvd, Bro, Manhaltan Beach CA go206
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Enjoy Our Kafe ~ Food Truck - Deli

Host Your Next Event

In Our Welcoming Space

Or

Let Us Bring The Experience To You
With Our Catering Services

| = =

427 CULVER BLVD

Petros Restaurant from Manhattan
Beach is now expanding their
culinary experience to a new

location in Plava del Rey. Our menu

is a combination of the best
ingredients that Greek and
Californian cuisine have to offer. We
import olive oil, feta, honey,
oregano and wines [rom Greece.

— = e T . R




Broken Vein



-
r . PETROS STEAKHOUSE -
PLAYA DEL REY |

COMING SOON
o L

4B
A
= e &

&
o

W



e AT,

Diversion




Theane Evangelis and James Kousoulas
are proud to support the

Los Angeles Greek
Film Festival
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Gibson Dunn is proud to support the

Los Angeles Greek

Film Festival

GIBSON DUNN

gibsondunn.com
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Dreaming Of Lions

2024, BraziL, PorTuaL, Spain, 88 Mins,

Dreaming of Lions is a surreal dark comedy about love and euthanasia. Gilda is
terminally ill. Her only desire s to die without pain while she still recognizes herself, but
she fears the risks of her past failed suicide attempts. She pays tojoin the underground
organization “Joy Transition International”, that claims to teach terminally ill people
how to kill themselves painlessly. when euthanasia is illegal. There she meets the
much younger Amadeu, an introverted funeral agency worker, who is also terminally
ill. Gilda and Amadeu go through the “euthanasia workshops'. which turn out to be an
absurd and expensive scam. Running out of patience and money. Gilda decides to break
into a veterinary clinic to steal chemicals to kill herself painlessly. convincing Amadeu
to join her. In the darkly comical and poignant adventure that follows, their friendship
turns into sexual attraction and love, and these unlikely lovers embark on their best and
last journey, to try and die on their own terms.

Features

DIRECTOR(S): Paolo Marinou-Blanco

PRODUCER: Justin Amorim. Paolo Marinou-
Blanco. Eduardo Rezende, Luis
Ortas Pau

WRITER(S): Paolo Marinou-Blanco

CAST. Denise Fraga. Jo o Nunes
Monteiro, Joana Ribeiro, Victoria
Guerra

CINEMATOGRAPHER:

EDITOR: Kathryn J. Schubert

COSTUMES:

Paolo Marinou-Blanco is a Portuguese and Greek director, producer
& screenwriter born in New Yark City, with a B.A. in Philosophy from
London School of Economics and an MFA in Film from New York
University. Following an internship with Spike Lee, Paolo wrote, directed
and produced his 1st feature “Goodnight Irene”, screened at Talinn Black
Nights, Edinburgh. Valencia, Goa, Provincetown New Orleans, Mill Valley.
anather 30 festivals worldwide and theatrically released in Portugal and
the UK. “Dreaming of Lions™ is Paolo’s 2nd feature as writer/director and
producer via his company Darya Films. The film is a Portugal/Brazil/
Spain copraduction, selected for Tarino Film Lab, won the SF Film Society
Rainin Award, the Script Pool Award at Industry@Tallinn Event, and
funding from Ibermedia and Eurimages.
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The Cinematic Arts continuous evolution
provides one of the most creative experi-
ences available today.

The life of Aris Anagnos was filled with tre-
mendous challenges that he embraced and
overcame. Aris instilled his passion for the
arts and the Greek Community in our hearts.
We celebrate his legacy by supporting the
LAGFF. CONGRATULATIONS LAGFF!

The Anagnos Family
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to LAGFF for all your years of showcasing the very best of Greek and Cypriot
filmmaking and to the wonderful filmmakers who use their limitless creativity
to tell the important stories we need to hear.

ecos.com | @ ecoscleans
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Wlll Love You In November



C@(’eémﬁi\ﬂ 20 Years



Life In A Beat
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Little Man-Eater



Always helieve in the power of film!

- Dr. Stephen & Dr. Anna Yallourakis
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WEST
COAST
INVESTORS

REAL ESTATE EXCELLENCE.
RETAIL EXPERTISE.

West Coast Investors (WCI) is a premier,
family-owned real estate investment
firm headquartered in Santa Monica,
California. With over four decades of
proven success, WCI specializes in high-
end retail properties located in prime
destinations.

e Strategic Asset Management

¢ |ong-term Growth and Stability

e Entrepreneurial Investment
Approach

e 310 319 1966 westcoastinvestors.com 0 225 Arizona Ave, Suite 400
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RATATEA

Welcome to Motu Nao Nao.
Without a doubt, the island of all
your dreams. Motu Nao Nao is part of
the lagoon of Raiatea.

Both attached to the sacred island,
but also ready to set sail towards
the open sea like an explorer's
ship...

Location
Motu Nao Nao is located 1.5 km (0,93 miles)
P8 away from the island of Raiatea, 40 minutes
&4 from the airport and the town of Uturoa.
Raiatea, the administrative center of the Leeward
@ [slands, offers all the services available in the
region. At Motu Nao Nao, you can experience a
deserted island while remaining close to
civilization.
The motu has two beaches, one of which is over
800 meters (0,5 miles) long, and 25 hectares
" (61,7 acres) of lush nature with a wide array of
flora and fauna and maintains attention
towards sustainability and a small ecological
footprint.

&\ [
L res@spmhotels.pf
South Pacific Management www.spmhotels.com

Pacific'y Hidden Paradie tél. - +689 40 50 84 45



Villas & facilities

The property offers 3 two-person villas designed and decorated by local designer Alain Fleurot.

VILLA MIR
72m2 - 775sq ft

e One king size bed.

e Bathroom with panoramic shower,
dressing table, day bed, outdoor
bathtub.

e Living room with sofa, desk, deck
chairs, umbrellas.

e Deckof 57 m2 (613 sqft).

= Sonos WIFI speaker controlled by
your Smartphone.

e Mini bar.

= Nespresso machine.

= Air conditioning, fan.

e 11Ipad, WIFL

VILLA MANA
103m2 - 1108 sq ft

A queen size bed in the mezzanine.
Fully equipped kitchen.

Bathroom with shower.

Wine cellar, mini bar and ice machine.
Nespresso machine.

Dining room.

Deck of 130 m2 (1399 sq ft), outdoor
dining area.

Outdoor lounge with fire pit,
deckchairs, umbrellas, poufs. Air-
conditioning, remote-controlled fans.
Sonos WIFI sound system inside and
outside controlled by Smartphone.

1 Ipad, WIFL.

© VILLA MITI
61m2 - 656 sq ft

One king size bed.
Bathroom with shower and
bathtub.

Living room with sofa, desk,
deckchairs, parasols.

Deck of 40 m2 (430 sq ft).
Sonos WIFI speaker controlled by
your Smartphone.

Mini bar.

Nespresso machine.

Air conditioning, fan.

1 Ipad, WIFI

Activities

Ongoing activities:

Stand up paddle, snorkeling, kayaking, biking, pearl

farm tour, outdoor movie night on giant screen,

karaoke, fitness equipment.

Activities of your choice (one per day included):

Scuba diving, Jet Ski, lagoon boat tour, 4x4 safari,
i Va'a Holopuni, massage, nature and culture tour,

el e Y003, Pilates.

Food & heverage

Your private chef's refined dishes are made with
local and seasonal ingredients, including fish,
organic vegetables and plants grown on the Motu.
You enjoy full board and a selection of wines, beers, -
spirits, soft drinks and snacks that are restocked
every morning. Consumption out of the selection
(premium brands) will be charged.
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BEVERLY HILLS
estiatorio

233 N. BEVERLY DRIVE
BeverLY HiLLs, CA go210

(310) 734-0841
THEAVRAGROUP.COM
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LIVE EVENT MEDIA + PRODUCTION

Conferences | Expos | Film Festivals | Private Events
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Together Apart

2025, Cyprus, Greeck, 80 miNs, US Premire

Anna and Philippos meet after a year of separation in order to finalise their divorce
and negotiate the future of their two children. Anna seems confident in her decision
to separate. while Philippos seems unable to accept that their marriage is over. Their
heated disagreements and contradictions bring deeper feelings to the surface. Their
love and attraction are rekindled. The island, beautiful but dangerous, becomes a
reflection of their marriage.

fH 2025, Cyprus Film Days — International Festival — Closing Film
8 2025, Greek Film Festivals Australia
BB 2025. Montreal Greek Film Festival.

Features

DIRECTOR(S): Aliki Danezi Knutsen

PRODUCER: Dionyssis Samiotis, Nancy Kokolaki

WRITER(S): Aliki Danezi Knutsen, Angeliki
Papoulia, Andreas Andreas

CAST. Angeliki Papoulia. Andreas
Konstantinou

CINEMATOGRAPHER:  Vladimir Subotic

EDITOR: Smaro Papaevangelou, loanna

Pogiantzi, Aliki Danezi Knutsen
COSTUMES:

Aliki Danezi Knutsen is an award-winning director, screenwriter and
producer. She is the first Cypriot female director having made her first
film at the age of 23. She is a Fulbright scholar of Film Studies at New
York University, Tisch School of the Arts and has a master's degree in
Philosophy from the New School for Social Research. She has made
three feature films screened at Thessaloniki International Film Festival,
in Montevideo, Rome, the Panorama of Brussels Festival, and others, and
she is currently at the stage of pre-production for her new feature film
“Eastern Mediterranean”, scheduled to film in the fall of 2025. Aliki also
waorks in theatre and has staged several performances in Greece and
Cyprus. She teaches cinema and theatre, is a member of the Hellenic Film
Academy, the Directors Guild of Cyprus and the European Writers Desk.
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Founded in 2012 by Araceli Lemos and Giulia Caruso, under the guidance
of Ersi Danou. Discovery Days is the industry section of the Los Angeles
Greek Film Festival, offering a four-day development lab in Los Angeles
that culminates in an audiovisual presentation before a jury of film industry
professionals. The program connects participating teams with producers,
distributors, sales agents. programmers, and other accomplished working
professionals who serve as mentors throughout the lab.

The Discovery Days team includes Araceli Lemos, director of the program:

a good day will come
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A FILM BY GIAMNMIS HAINTIDIS
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by Harry Lagonsais
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AJOLA DAJA

Karina Logothetis, producer; and Katerina Kiagia. production coordinator.
Together with Nasos Gatzoulis, they form the selection committee. while
Joel Garber serves as consulting producer. The program is also supported
by LMU, with recent graduate Anna Vassily joining as an intern.

Discovery Days 2026 brings a slate of six selected international projects to Los
Angeles. to present stories from Greece, Canada/lran, and Albania. The proj-
ects in development range from intimate drama and social satire to myth-in-
spired cinema, reflecting a rich range of narrative styles and perspectives.



This year's selected lineup includes projects by film-
makers Amir Zargara (Canadallran), Giannis Haritidis
and Dimitris Papagiannopoulos (Greece). Ajola Daja
(Albania), Harry Lagoussis (Greece), Stavros Petropou-
los (Greece). Penny Panayotopoulou and Kallia Papa-
daki (Greece).Their work spans personal and political
stories. narratives around family and community.
darkly comic portraits of island life, and contemporary
reimaginings of myth and memory.

The 2026 Discovery Days projects showcase a vibrant
cross-section of voices and themes, while the Los
Angeles lab setting fosters international collaboration
and meaningful industry exchange. Through its focus
on development, dialogue. and artistic rigor, Discovery
Days continues to support filmmakers as they refine
their projects and build asting creative relationships.

Discovery Days 2026 convenes a distinguished group
of filmmakers. producers, writers, programmers, and
creative advisors from across the international film
community. This year's jury includes Giulia Caruso,
Director of Catalyst and Industry at Sundance; Acad-
emy Award-winning producer Gareth Ellis-Unwin:
Sundance-winning filmmaker Myrsini Aristidou; Film
Independent's Director of International Programs
Louay Khraish; and award-winning producer Sarah
Winshall

Beyond the jury. the lab is enriched by a wider netwark
of mentors and experts contributing through screen-
play feedback. round-robin meetings. workshops. and
group sessions, including Chiara Atik, llana Coleman,
Ersi Danou. Joel Garber, Pavel Jech, Prashanth Kamal-
akantan, Ki Jin Kim, Jesse Knight, Jane Casey Mod-
derno. Terrie Samundra, Artemis Shaw, Elia Urquiza.
and Colin West. Together. these artists and industry
professionals reaffirm Discovery Days” commitment to
championing emerging international voices and fos-
tering meaningful creative exchange.
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CONGRATULATIONS
to the

20 LOS ANGELES GREEK FILM FESTIVAL

HAWC PACIFIC AND OUR SEPHARDIC FAMILY
PROUD SPONSORS OF

The Art of Remembering
&

My loannina Odyssey

We celebrate the power of film to preserve our history,
honor our ancestors and inspire future generations.

We are proud to support

20 LOS ANGELES GREEK FILM FESTIVAL

and its dedication to the Hellenic and Sephardic
stories that unite us all.

HAW<C

HELLENIC AMERICAN WOMEN'S COUNCIL
PACIFIC REGION
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400 Cassettes

2024, GReEce, 14 Mins,

2025, Austraia, 15 Mins,



Celebrating 20 Years of LAGFF:
An 11-Year Educational Partnership in Greek Cinema
LMU Classics & Archaeology x Los Angeles Greek Film Festival

LMU students in Prof. Katerina Zacharia’s 2026 spring course “Representations of Greece: Ancient and Modern” created
research blogs inspired by the 20th LAGFF submissions of fiction features and short film submissions, and completed
internships with the LAGFF, strengthening our successful 11-year-long educational partnership.

From Left, Back Row: Anna Vassily 26 (English), Elle Sheppard ’28 (Film & TV Production), Miranda Elizabeth "26 (Art

History), Max B. Elmore ’28 (Screenwriting).

From Left, Front Row: Sara Ibarra Martinez 28 (International Relations), Carmen Gherardi 26 (Screenwriting), Emma Evers
’28 (Film & TV Production, minors in Screenwriting and Business Administration), Prof. Katerina Zacharia, Jingwen Wei 27

(Psychology), Carolina Rodriguez-Orozco 28 (Finance).

The following students are not pictured: Max Granoski 26 (Screenwriting with Classics & Archaeology minor),
Ariadne Lozano ’28 (Finance), Kamani Sawyer 27 (Film, Media & TV Studies with minor in Classics & Archaeology).

We acknowledge their contributions to the class this semester.

For 26 years, Loyola Marymount University’s Classics
& Archaeology Department has been at the forefront
of teaching Greek cinema, integrating film into the
study of culture, history, and identity. Central to
this mission is its 11-year partnership with the Los
Angeles Greek Film Festival (LAGFF). This vibrant
collaboration connects academia and the film industry
through education, mentorship, and hands-on
experience.

Prof. Katerina Zacharia’s collaboration with LAGFF
began in 2012 with the LAGFF Memorial Lecture on
filmmaker Theo Angelopoulos. She launched the
LMU-LAGFF internship program in 2014, created
the course “Representations of Greece: Ancient and
Modern” in 2016, and has served as a LAGFF juror
(2014), programmer (2015-18 and 2025-26), and, since
2014, as LAGFF Director of Education.

As LAGFF celebrates its 20th anniversary in 2026,
LMU Classics & Archaeology marks 11 years of formal
academic partnership — and a 14-year relationship —
with the festival.

LAGFF-doc: A New Milestone in the Partnership
In January-February 2026, LMU Classics &
Archaeology co-hosted the inaugural LAGFF-doc,
a three-day documentary film festival dedicated to
filmmakers whose stories give voice tolived experience
and truth. LMU Classics & Archaeology is proud to
co-host this new initiative celebrating documentary
films from Greece and Cyprus, filmmakers of Greek
or Cypriot descent, and stories rooted in the region’s

culture and history. The festival features a dynamic
mix of contemporary and retrospective documentaries
amplifying diverse voices and perspectives. Presented
as part of LMU Greek Cinema Week, LAGFF-
doc featured 21 features and shorts highlighting
pressing local and global issues, and transformed
festival screenings into a space for scholarly inquiry
and dialogue. The festival was made possible with
the support of BCLA Dean Richard Fox and Prof.
Katerina Zacharia, in collaboration with the Greek
Documentary Association (Hellasdoc). Faculty from
LMU’s Bellarmine College of Liberal Arts participated
in post-screening panels, offering historical, cultural,
and critical perspectives on themes such as disability,
environmental justice, LGBTQ+ experiences, and
Greek Jewish history.

Representations of Greece: Ancient and Modern
Now in its 11th year, “Representations of Greece:
Ancient and Modern” is a unique, multiple teaching-
award-winning course that offers students the
opportunity to study complex issues of representation
through an interdisciplinary approach. The course
highlights four interconnected areas of study: politics
and economics; food, travel, sports, and music; theater
and arthouse films; and family, religion, and the state.
Students examine features attributed to “the other” in
encounters between cultures of asymmetrical power,
explore how stereotypes emerge through contextual
negotiations of identity, and consider how such
identities have been shaped by representations of
Greece from antiquity to the modern era.



LAGFF INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 2026

LOYOLA MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY

Under the guidance of Prof. Zacharia, students play
an active role in the festival, supporting programming
and participating in award selection. Student interns
contribute to research-driven blogs that combine film
analysis with reflections on professional growth and
skills development.

This year’s master blog is curated by Zachariah
Michelena 28 (Political Science and Classics &
Archaeology; minors in Asian and Pacific Studies and
History). An overview of the course, student blogs, and
internship reports is available at: http://zacharia.lmu.
build.

The LMU Prize for Social Justice

BCLA-Classics & Archaeology administers the LMU
Prize for Social Justice, awarded to the best feature
documentary, the best feature fiction film, and the best
fiction short film. The LAGFF jury and Prof. Zacharia
select the best films for this award. The inaugural LMU
Prize for Social Justice for best feature documentary
was awarded to Yorgos Avgeropoulos for Mankind’s
Folly. Prof. Zacharia’s remarks at the launch can be
read in full: “Remarks from the Launch of LAGFF-
doc and the Inaugural LMU Prize for Social Justice”
(2026).

A Model of Experiential Learning

Since the launch of the LMU-LAGFF internship
program in 2014, over 242 LMU students have
completed supervised internships administered by
Prof. Zacharia. Students gain first-hand experience
across all facets of festival production, including
programming, industry labs, event production,
videography, filmmaker interviews, film reviewing,
and digital content creation. Interns work closely
with the Festival Manager and the Discovery Days,
Development, and Production teams. In addition,
more than 144 students have participated in Greek
cinema summer courses and written essays on the
LAGFF films, while more than 15 LMU School of Film
and Television faculty have also served as LAGFF
jurors over the years.

Impact Beyond the Classroom

The success of this partnership is reflected in an
80% response rate to a 2020 alumni survey and
overwhelmingly positive feedback, featured in the
LMU Newsroom article “Connecting the Liberal
Arts, Classics and Film” (March 4, 2021). Alumni
consistently highlight how the program’s integration
of Greek history, culture, and film theory prepared
them to engage critically with contemporary cinema
and produce high-quality reviews and research. The
Representations of Greece digital booklet, featuring
over 80 alum testimonials, further documents the
program’s impact and supports ongoing efforts to
expand collaborations and attract new partners and
donors. LMU Classics & Archaeology is deeply grateful
tothe Los Angeles Greek Film Festival for this enduring
and inspiring partnership. Together, we continue to
cultivate the next generation of scholars, filmmakers,

and cultural critics while celebrating Greek cinema as
a living, evolving art form.

Katerina  Zacharia is a
Professor of Classics at Loyola
Marymount University in Los
Angeles. Her publications
include  Converging  Truths:
Euripides’ Ion and the Athenian
B Quest for Self-Definition (2003),

| Hellenisms: ~ Culture, Identity
| and Ethnicity from Antiquity
to Modernity (2008), and
articles on classical antiquity in
visual culture, Greek cinema,
tourism, and cultural politics. She wrote, directed,
and produced the award-winning short documentary
Blessings and Vows (2018), which has screened at 36
film festivals and garnered nine international awards,
and she published “Into the Light: Making Blessings
and Vows” (Ergon 2021). Prof. Zacharia co-created
Enthralled (2021), a new conversation game for higher
education, drawing on classical drama, now available
online (2026). She is the creator and host of Voices from
the Margins, a publicly accessible podcast and vidcast
series exploring contemporary Greek culture through
conversations with artists, filmmakers, and cultural
practitioners. The series has received the MGSA
Innovation Grant and an LMU MA]JS fellowship.
An expanded Anapnoe: Greek Arts and Humanities,
Cultural Diplomacy, and the Democratic Imagination,
produced by Athenoe Productions in Los Angeles, is
currently seeking production funding. Her work has
been supported with fellowships from the A.S. Onassis
Foundation, A.G. Leventis Foundation, Heritage
Management Organization, Stanford University, and
innovative teaching awards, including the 2023 Society
of Classical Studies Excellence in Teaching at the
University level; the LMU inaugural 2024 Bellarmine
College of Liberal Arts Excellence in Teaching award;
the 2018 LMU President’s Fritz B. Burns Distinguished
Teaching Award, and the 2019 LAX Chamber
of Commerce Eddy Award. Prof. Zacharia is an
experienced dramaturge and has produced theatrical
performances and workshops, including the U.S.
tour for Oscar-winning Michael Cacoyannis’ cabaret
adaptation of Aristophanes’ Lysistrata (2006),
and Stanford Repertory Theater’s productions of
the Wanderings of Odysseus (2012) and Hecuba (2018)
at the Michael Cacoyannis Foundation in Athens. She
served as LAGFF juror (2014) and programmer (2015-
18, 2025-26). As the Director of Education for the Los
Angeles Greek Film Festival, she has created a vibrant
student internship program with Loyola Marymount
University since 2014.

Classics & Archaeology



Congratulations to the amazing staff
and filmakers for another successful
festivall

- Corinna Tsopei-Fields
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Carcass
2025, GRect, 17 MNs,

Dust To Dust

2024, GREECE, 26 MINS,
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American Diner
with Full Bar and
Old Fashioned @) Twohey’s Restaurant
Soda Fountain! ekt 626-284-7387
B 424 Fair Oaks Avenue
South Pasadena, CA
www.twoheys.com
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armerBoys

FARM FOOD AIN’'T FAST FOOD’
Youn:/‘a/ﬂn—tﬁ—taﬁ/e destination
wa/m!—w&ming burgers,

gaeaa@ sandwiches, W salads,
Mgnm& sides, and @ @ breakfast.

FARM FOOD

A AIN'T FAST FOOD

101 LOCATIONS IN CALIFORNIA, NEVADA, AND ARIZONA
VISIT FARMERBOYS.COM TO FIND YOUR NEAREST LOCATION
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ELEV ENA AL

Proud sponsor of the Greek Film Festival, Eleven Eleven Winery is rooted in the
spirit of Parea—the Greek value of connection and meaningful moments.

Founder & CEO Ellie Anest, a first-generation Greek American, brings her heritage to
life through every bottle and every experience at Eleven Eleven Winery in Napa Valley.

From the heart of Greece to the heart of Wine Country, we raise a glass to storytelling,
culture, and community.
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Last Tropics
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Congratulations
to the Filmmakers
&
to all those who work to make the
Los Angeles Greek Film Festival a Success
from
Stephen Demopoulos, Esq.

Website: www.highviewlaw.com

Call: 310-438-5047

Your partner for quality legal
services in Wills, Trusts, and
Probate.

74\




-

Magdalena Hausen: Frozen Time
2025, GermANY, GREECE, 24 MINS,
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KASTRA ELION VODKA

MADE IN GREECE & PERFECTING MARTINIS EVERYWHERE

@kastraelion . www. kastraelion.com
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ur Little Act Of Rebellion

2025, Grezce, Unimep Kinopom, 17 MINS,
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Soli, Where's Your Star?
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DELPHI.

GREEK
HELLENIC CUISINE

Delphi Greek Restaurant is a proud sponsor
of Los Angeles Greek Film Festival

Congratulations to the Founders, Artistic Director,
Organizing Committee and the amazing team of
volunteers that make this festival possible.

Wishing you all continued success !!

W THE BEST GREEK
FOOD AROUND
CALL USAT
310.478.2900

pen 7 days from 11:30AM to 10:00PM
Dining | Take Out | Delivery | Catering

Come join us for a traditional taste of Greece !

Show your LAGFF Pass 1o receive a 515 discount om check ower 550 before tan. | Mot valid with other offer | | per visit, per day | Offer expires September |, 2026

1383 Westwood Blvd Los Angeles / 310.478.2900 / www.greek.la
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The Smoker

2025, USA, Grezce, 19 Mis,



2817 N. Main St.
Los Angeles, CA 90031

Monday-Sunday
6:00 a.m.- 11:30 p.m.

www.dinosmainst.com

Catering Available!
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The Wolves Return
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CHRYSOFORA

OLIUE
s

Organic — Extra Virgin
P.D.O. KALAMATA

Chrysofora is the name of our village.
It means ‘bearing gold’ in honor of the liquid gold flourishing there.
We hand pick to extract the finest supernatant oil.
Our small batch elixir is made with love,
flown to Los Angeles and offered to you.

RIE

e

»ﬁﬁ 20% OFF CODE: LAGFF2025
B.L CHRYSOFORA.COM
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Vitco is proud
to support our
community
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A Little Mouse For Christmas

2025, GReeck, 8 MINS, INTERNATIONAL PREMIERE

Black Cities

2025, GReeck, 16 MINS, INTERNATIONAL PREMIERE
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DULCE VIDA SPIRITS AUSTIN, TX -

DulceVidaTequila
DulceVidaSpirits.com
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CutTheTie
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YGREEK TASTE
> MEETS
GREEK FILM

Supporting stories and flavors
that travel beyond borders.

Los Angeles Greek Market

LAGMA proudly supports the
Los Angeles Greek Film Festival.

Explore our curated selection
of authentic Greek products.

lagreekmarket.com
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How Smart Are Crows’?

2025, Grece, UNiTep STATES, 5 MINS,



L.A. Greek Film Festival
on Another Successful Year!
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Poppy Flowers
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DI GITAL CINEMA & COLOR

COLOR - MASTER - DISTRIBUTE - ARCHIVE

PROUD SPONSOR OF

@ los angeles
Gre 9greek film festival

www.simpledcp.com - 213.375.8327 - info@simpledcp.com
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The Day You Left Spring

2024, GReeck, L MINS, INTERNATIONAL PREMIERE
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Connecting
California
to Greater
Possibility

For more than 145 years, we've been connecting
communities in the Golden State to a brighter future
where they live, learn, create and play.

attconnects.com/California

AT&T

((C

©2025 ATE&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T, the Globe logo and other marks are trademarks and service marks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies.




The S nthetlc Age
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The Water Uf The Sun

2026, GRreeck, 20 MINS, INTERNATIONAL PREMIERE
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DIRECTOR(S): Isidoros Plakotaris
PRODUCER:

WRITER(S):

CAST:

Lev]

A mysterious creature, born of algorithmic processes. emerges from the abyss into a world of machines, disrupting its fragile balance.

o0 £ 2025, Animasyros £ 2025, Animation Marathon
fE8 2025, TAF (Thessaloniki Animation fE8 2025, ICONA

Festival B 2025, ADAF (Athens Digital Arts
8 2025, Chania Film Festival Festival)

Animation







Leo Behrens

Leo Behrens is an award-winning Norwegian director and cinematographer based in Los Angeles. He wrote, directed, and shot the short film
SKIN, which won the Gold Medal at the 2023 Student Academy Awards and has screened at aver 60 festivals worldwide, including AFI FEST,
Newport Beach, and Oldenburg. earning 9 awards and 20 nominations. Following his Student Academy Award win, Leo was selected for the
Academy Gold Alumni Mentorship Program.

Leo is @ 2023 graduate of the American Film Institute Conservatory and is represented by Zero Gravity Management. He is an associate member
of bath the Norwegian Society of Cinematographers (FNF) and the Society of Camera Operators (SOC). In 2024, he was selected for the ASC Vision
Mentorship Program and awarded the Fresh Perspective in Cinematography Grant, spansored by ARRI, AbelCine. and The ASC, which he used
to shoat the feature film Shadow Watchers. In 2025, he served as a juror for Gullruten (Norway's equivalent of the Emmys) and for the 20th
anniversary of SEEfest.

As a director of phatography. his recent work includes PACE, which screened at the American Pavilion at Cannes and the Cleveland International
Film Festival (Oscar qualifying) among many others; THE LAST DRAFT, nominated for Best Horror Short at FilmQuest and selected for the Beverly
Hills Film Festival: and EVAN EVER AFTER, which won the Audience Award at the Florida Film Festival (Oscar qualifying) and Best Documentary
Short at Out on Film Atlanta (Oscar qualifying). He is currently in pre-production an the feature film OMA as director of phatography. and is set to
make his feature directorial debut with PACE, adapted from the award-winning short he shot.

Nora Bernard

Nora Bernard (@norajbernard) is a Los Angeles-based film programmer and artist development administrator who has supported filmmakers
globally through publicity. marketing. education programs, and festivals. She has gained industry experience through organizations such as the
Telluride, Tribeca, and Urbanwarld Film Festivals, as well as the Sundance Institute. Originally from “The World's Borough,” Queens, New York,
it's only natural she'd gain a passion for international storytelling. She brings a well-rounded approach to support emerging and mid-career
creatives navigating today’s independent film landscape in the hopes of discovering new and innavative ways to distribute their work. A 2026
Film Independent Project Involve Fellow. she is currently in pre-production for her short film, “Training Wheels", serving as Executive Producer.

Karen Cifarelli

Karen Cifarelli is an international producer. talent consultant, and lecturer with a career spanning film, television, and theatre. She began her
production career gaining early experience with renowned companies including American Zoetrope and The Jacobson Company at Walt Disney
Studios before relocating to Berlin, where she produced projects for KS12, Underdog Pictures GmbH, and Bredok Film Production. Since 2009,
she is founder of Cifarelli Talent Consulting, representing international actors and directors across major international productions. Ms. Cifarelli
has also served as a juror for prestigious festivals and awards worldwide, including the International Emmy Awards, the Garden Route Inter-
national Film Festival in South Africa, and PriFest Kosovo. Passionate about cinematic storytelling and talent development, she also lectures and
mentors emerging performers and filmmakers. most recently at Macromedia University in collaboration with Cours Florent Berlin.



Cheng Guo

Cheng Guo is a Chinese Art Director, Visual Development Artist, and 3D Artist whase career spans bath China and the United States, bridging the
worlds of animation and video games since 2013. He currently works for Warner Bros. Pictures Animation. Outside of his artistic pursuits, he
enjoys hiking with friends, playing video games. spending time with his cat Tori, and — most importantly — exploring the world.

Harrison James

Harrison James is a writer and director. born in Chicago and living and working in Los Angeles. Recent directing credits include: Cowboy Mouth,
Savage Love, and Fool for Love, a series of Sam Shepard plays, and The Dreamer Examines His Pillow by John Patrick Shanley. Currently writing
and directing Big Girls. a television series, and Shooting Star, a feature film, she has written for producers (Heather Graham) and directors
(Julian Goldberger, Autumn DeWilde. and Melodie McDaniel). Her spots for Spies Travel, directed by Nicolas Winding Refn. won the Bronze Lion
at Cannes. She founded Girl Trip. a production company. panel series and film festival to advance emerging female and nonbinary filmmakers.
She was on the Directing faculty and a Creative Thesis Mentor at the AFI Conservatory for 8 years, and is currently a Directing Advisor at Sundance
Collab as well as a Screenwriting Mentor at CineStory. Harrison studied directing at Boston University. where she received the Dean’s Grant
for Filmmaking. and graduated from the AFI Conservatory as bath a Screenwriting and Directing Fellow. Devoted to being an actor’s director,
Harrison has been studying with Nancy Banks for aver 10 years.

Joey Liao

Chieh-Chih Liao is a Taiwanese animation director and visual artist based in Los Angeles. He holds an MFA in Animation from the University of
Southern California. His wark explores visual storytelling through observation and stylization. His film Fluff & Furious has screened at multiple
film festivals, and his work has been recognized by Communication Arts and American Illustration.



Eric Nazarian

Eric Nazarian is a filmmaker, screenwriter, and photojournalist whose work explores the intersections of multiculturalism, memory. and nar-
rative agency. A graduate of the USC School of Cinematic Arts, Eric gained international recognition with his debut feature film, “The Blue Hour.”
which premiered at the San Sebastian International Film Festival and earned the Best Director award at the Arpa International Film Festival. In
2008, Eric was awarded the prestigious Nicholl Fellowship in Screenwriting from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences for his original
screenplay, Giants. His diverse filmography includes Bolis, part of an omnibus by the European Capital of Culture, and Tatanka, exploring healing
and resilience within the Oglala Lakota community. He co-wrote the screenplay for Three Christs, starring Richard Gere and Peter Dinklage.
Eric’s recent feature, Die Like a Man is a rite-of-passage drama set in West Los Angeles an Apple TV+ and Amazon Prime. Beyond the screen,
Eric advocates for social and global change through the Integrating Cinema Communities (ICC) initiative to empower at-risk youth through au-
diovisual literacy and storytelling. He is a fellow of Film Independent’s Project: Invalve, the 20th Century Fox Writers Intensive (FWI) and a former
fellow at the USC Institute of Armenian Studies..

Irene Soriano Saxon

Irene Soriana Saxon is an LA—based film curator. festival programmer. and film marketing & distribution strategist. She programs short films for
the Sundance Film Festival and has curated film pragrams for the Norwegian Short Film Festival, Outfest Fusion QTBIPOC Film Festival and the
Echo Park Film Center. Irene has moderated industry conversations and filmmaker 0&As for Sundance London and DOC Leipzig and has served
on juries including Kortfilmfestivalen [Norway], Tampere Film Festival [Finland]. and the QCinema International Film Festival [Philippines]. Her
work with Studio Ira centers on community, collaboration, and inclusive cinematic representation of diasporic Filipinas across global indepen-
dent film spaces.



